A case report of adenocarcinoma of the lung in which a partial response was achieved by carboplatin.
A 56-year-old housewife was incidentally discovered to have an abnormal shadow in the right B6 area upon a chest X-ray film being taken. A transcutaneous lung biopsy of the mass revealed adenocarcinoma of the lung (WHO classification). A brain computed tomography (CT) scan demonstrated multiple brain metastasis. Following whole brain irradiation, carboplatin (CBDCA) (450 mg/m2) was administered by intravenous drip infusion on March 7, 1986. After three weeks of initial treatment with CBDCA, the size of the tumor in the primary site was found to have decreased on the chest X-ray film by more than 50%, following which, similar doses of CBDCA were administered twice, and reduced (330 mg/m2) doses three times every three to four weeks. She showed a partial response and, for seven months after the beginning of the CBDCA treatment, no progression was seen on the chest X-ray film. It is suggested that there is a need for further phase II studies of CBDCA against non-small cell lung cancer.